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.ﬁmoﬁzn THE HERD

With the creation of the Northern Yukon (now Ivvavik) National
Park in 1984, Canada permanently protected as wilderness a
large portion of the herd’s habitat, including all of the areas in
which it occasionally calves in Canada.

Much of the herd’s range on the U.S. side of the border has also
been protected since 1980 when the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge was doubled in size. The herd’s principal calving
grounds, however, lie within the area of the Alaskan coastal plain
(“the 1002 lands”) that is under pressure for oil and gas explo-
ration.

The Canadian Government is concerned that development in
these sensitive calving grounds could cause irreparable harm to
the herd and the communities that depend on it for their liveli-
hood. Canada is not opposed to development in the North but
QE believes that it must be sensitive to the environment.

CANADA'S CONSERVATION MEASURES

Canada has never allowed drilling on its portion of the Porcupine
caribou calving grounds.

Wilderness Protection

Despite significant pressure to develop the Arctic coastal plain,
Canada has given the area wilderess protection, including it in
Ivvavik National Park, where oil and gas development is strictly
prohibited.

Canada has also refrained from developing certain areas beyond
the coastal plain calving grounds that may contain oil and gas.
For example, the Old Crow Basin has never been tested either by

drilling or seismic means. About 30 per cent of the basin is in-
cluded in Vuntut National Park (bordering Ivvavik National Park),
where all oil and gas drilling is prohibited.

Since 1978, exploration and development north of the Porcupine
and Bell Rivers have been prohibited by the Territorial Lands Act.

ABORIGINAL LAND CLAIM AGREEMENTS

Development in the rest of the herd's habitat is subject to Aboriginal
Jand claim agreements and would be severely resiricted.

The area around Old Crow not included in Vuntut National Park
lies within a special wildlife area established under the Vuntut
Gwitch'in First Nation Final Agreement. Development could only
occur after consultation with Aboriginal communities and even then
it could not violate the Agreement's primary management principle
-- protection and conservation of the region's fish, wil and
environmental habitat, in particular, migratory birds and thi cu-
pine Caribou.

The area ecast of Ivvavik National Park is included in another
Aboriginal land claim agreement signed in 1984, under which alt oil
and gas activity is prohibited.

CANADA'S DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
0il and Gas Exploration

While Canada undertook minor drilling in limited areas of the herd's
range beginning in the late 1950, the drilling activity was never
significant enough to constitute an exploration program.

In the early 1970's, three exploratory wells were drilled in the
Yukon's Arctic coastal plain outside the calving grounds, the last in
1972. Al have since been abandoned. .

Between 1957 and 1985, 75 exploratory wells were drilled within
the herd's less sensitive fall and winter range, far away from the
calving grounds. No oil or gas was ever produced and all the wells
have been abandoned. Most of the drilling occurred in the early
1970's before the creation of Ivvavik and Vuntut National Parks
and the conservation regime established under the Inuvialuit Final
Agreement, an Aboriginal land claim settlement.

The Dempster Highway

Construction on the Dempster Highway in the northern Yukon and
the Northwest Territories began in 1959. Built along an existing
winter road, it crosses a caribou migration route but is nowhere
near the herd's calving grounds. The herd can easily cross the high-
way which is in mountainous terrain and sparsely traveled. Hunting
along the highway corridor is restricted to protect the herd.

Dorothy Thomas - Frost

Dorothy Thomas - Frost, a member
of the Gwich'in Nation is a commu-
nity leader committed to protection
of the environment in the town she
lives in, Old Crow, located in the Yukon Territory,
and the Canadian north.

The Gwich'in Nation rely on the Porcupine Caribou
Herd for their daily lives and survival. The Herd
provides for almost everything in their life, including
the continuation of their society and their culture,
now thousands of years old. Ms. Thomas - Frost is
n active volunteer serving community organizations
dicated to improving the way of life of her people.
She has served as a deputy to the Council to the
Chiefs and been a Member of the Board for the
Health Commission, the Chief Zzeh Gittlit School
Board and the community library.

Last Great Wilderness Show", a
multi-media slide presentation which
offers a close-up look at the fragile
and beautiful Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in
Alaska. A list of public program dates and locations
is on the other side of this panel.

he program also will feature the controversy over
oil development vs. wilderness protection of the
coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.



