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drilling
or

seism
ic

m
eans.

A
bout

30
percent

ofthe
basin

is
in-

D
orothy

Thom
as

-

Frost
cluded

in
V

untut
N

ational
Park

(bordering
Ivvavik

N
ational

Park),
w

here
all oil and

gas
drilling

isprohibited.
D

orothy
Thom

as
-

Frost,
a

m
em

ber

Since
1978, exploration

and
developm

ent north
of the

Porcupine
,

of
the

G
w

ich'in
N

ation
is

a
com

m
u-

and
B

ell
R

ivers
have

been
prohibited

by
the

Territorial
Lands

A
ct.

nity
leader

com
m

itted
to

protection
of

the
environm

ent
in

the
tow

n
she

A
B

O
R

IG
IN

A
L

LA
N

D
C

LA
IM

A
G

R
EEM

EN
TS

lives
in,

O
ld

C
row

,
located

in
the

Y
ukon

Territory,
and

the
C

anadian
north.

D
evelopm

ent
in

the
rest

of
the

herd's
habitat

is
subject

to
A

boriginal
land

claim
agreem

entsand
w

ould
be

severely
restricted.

The
G

w
ich'in

N
ation

rely
on

the
Porcupine

C
aribou

The
area

around
O

ld
C

row
not

included
in

V
untut

N
ational

Park
H

erd
for

their
daily

lives
and

survival.
The

H
erd

lies
w

ithin
a

special
w

ildlife
area

established
under

the
V

untut
provides

for
alm

ost
everything

in
their

life,
including

G
w

itch'in
First

N
ation

Final
A

greem
ent.

D
evelopm

ent
could

only
the

continuation
of

their
society

and
their

culture,
occur

afterconsultation
w

ith
A

boriginal
com

m
unitiesand

even
then

now
thousands

of
years

old.
M

s.
Thom

as
-

Frost
is

itcould
not

violate
the

A
greem

ent's
prim

ary
m

anagem
ent

principle
n

active
volunteer

serving
com
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unity

organizations
TEC
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G
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E
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ER

D
em

parotection
and
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rpva

cnul
grraety

ird
and

h
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to
im

proving
the

w
ay

of
life

of
her

people.
pine

C
aribou.

She
has

served
as

a
deputy

to
the

C
ouncil

to
the

W
ith

the
creation

of
the

N
orthern

Y
ukon

(now
Iw

avik)
N

ational
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ol

C
fh

hae
'

t
I

dci
a

lote
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in
A
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de
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em

N
eantsge

ink
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e
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od
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hee-C

ehriefZzheehG
i

lt
Scrh

oe

w
hich

itoccasionally
calves

in
C

anada.
and

gas
activity

is prohibited.
B

oard
and

the
com

m
unity

library.

M
uch

ofthe
herd's

range
on

the
U

.S. side
ofthe

border
has

also
|

Lenny
K

ohm
been

protected
since

1980
w

hen
the

A
rctic

N
ational

W
ildlife

l
R

efuge
w

as
doubled

in
size.

The
herd's

principalcalving
C

A
N

A
D

A
'S

D
EV

ELO
PM

EN
T

A
C

TIV
ITY

grounds,
how

ever,
lie

w
ithin

the
area

of
the

A
laskan

coastal
plain

O
iland

G
as

Exploration
Lenny

K
ohm

,
a

nationally
know

n
("the

1002
lands")

thatis
under

pressure
for

oiland
gas

explo-
photojournalist

, w
ill

introduce
"The

ration.
W

hile
C

anada
undertook

m
inor

drillingin
lim

ited
areas

of
the

herd's
Last

G
reat

W
ilderness

Show
",

a
range

beginningin
the

late
1950's,

the
drillingactivity

w
as

never
m

ulti-m
edia

slide
presentation

w
hich

The
C

anadian
G

overnm
ent

isconcerned
that

developm
ent in

significantenough
to

constitute
an

exploration
program

·
offers

a
close-up

look
at

the
fragile

these
sensitive

calving
grounds

could
cause

irreparable
harm

to
and

beautiful
A

rctic
N

ational
W

ildlife
R

efuge
in

the
herd

and
the

com
m

unities
that

depend
on

itfor
their

liveli-
In

the
early

1970's,
three

exploratory
w

ells
w

ere
drilled

in
the

A
laska.

A
list

of
public

program
dates

and
locations

hood.
C

anada
is

not
opposed

to
developm

ent
in

the
N

orth
but

Y
ukon's

A
rctic

coastal
plain

outside
the

calving grounds,the
last

in
ly

believes
that

itm
ust

be
sensitive

to
the

environm
ent.

1972.
A

llhave
sincebeen

abandoned.
on

the
other

side
of

thispanel.
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1957

and
1985,

75
exploratory

w
ells

w
ere
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w

ithin
he

program
also

w
ill

feature
the
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over

the
herd's

less
sensitive

falland
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ay
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the
oil

developm
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vs.
w

ilderness
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of
the

.
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grounds.
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oilorgas

w
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ever
produced

and
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ells
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of
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W
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R
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C
anada

has
never

allow
ed

drilling
on

its
portion

of
the

Porcupm
e

have
been

abandoned.
M

ost
of

the
drilling

occurred
in

the
early
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1970's

before
the
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V
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and
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e
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under

the
Inuvialuit

Final

W
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Protection
A
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an
A

boriginal
land

claim
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ent.

D
espite

significant
pressure

to
develop

the
A

rctic
coastal

plain,
The

D
em

pster
H
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ay

C
anada

has
given

the
area

w
ilderness

protection,
including

it in
Ivvavik

N
ational

Park,
w

here
oil

and
gas

developm
ent

is
strictly

C
onstruction

on
the

D
em

pster
H

ighw
ay

in
the

northern
Y

ukon
and

prohibited-
the

N
orthw

est
Territories

began
in

1959.
B

uilt
along

an
existing

w
inter

road,
itcrosses

a
caribou

m
igration

route
but is

now
here

C
anada

has
also

refrained
from

developing
certain

areas
beyond

near
the

herd's
calving

grounds.
The

herd
can

easily
cross

the
high-

the
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plain
calving

grounds
that

m
ay

contain
oil

and
gas

w
ay

w
hich

is
in

m
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terrain
and
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traveled.

H
unting

For
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ple,
the

O
ld

C
row

B
asin

has
never

been
tested

either
by

along
the

highw
ay

corridor
is

restricted
to

protect
the

herd.


