Whea Lbé buffalo berds were de- -
cimated ‘100 years ago across the
= Great:Plalns, we -were not there.
We weré not there to make a cholce
viduals and companies who Influ-
enced a nation. Within g very short
od of time not only were the buf-
alo fane. but a whole way of life
was forever, lost, The reason was
mplé epotgh: we needed a rall-
_ ad from coast Lo coast.
= 'Now.[n' 1968 you have an oppor-
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3 ched w “ter, land and gravel
, will forever alter and
troy a well-balanc
system.
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have been tlgtncj), lemming, fox, de o o
gnrmqt, wolves, béars, and Lo Lhe
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designed it to be, Caribou Herd m&fﬁ"ﬁe

tained us a3 a digtinct culturg

group lor generstion;. e
A When Alaska was bought by the
mericans th> border between
America and Cinada divijed the

say ‘no’ to ANWR develo

Gwitchin Tribe. The Gwitchin live
In northeastern Alaska and north-
western Canada to Fort McPher-
son. The mslbmty of losing our
life’s food has united us after a long
separation. We are united in our

position to oll and gas expiora-

o on the Arctic Coastal Plain and
In our su of a wilderness de-
signation for the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge.

We, as Gwitchin, know that the
ll:'!eoﬂhecarlbouhom life. We are

terdependent.

We, as Neetsali Gwitchin, know
that Vashrail K'oo (or Arctic Vil-
lage) s bere because of the migra-
tory routes of the caribou.

We are asking the American
ple to help us yexen:lslngm
right to choose. You have a right to
choose and to act upon that choice
by writing to your representatives
In Congress. Please do this. ;

If you're 8 years old and can
write, please write. If you're 75
yeers old and saw the woods behind
your house turned into high-rise
condominlutas and city blocks,
please write to pour congressman
and this will help us.

You will be hesrd. .

IU's tree, the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge Is far away and re-
mote, but its clean waters and

sveet tundra are a truly magnifi.
cent sight.

- community of individuals.

e
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There are over 165 species of
birds and mammals on the refuge.

Salmon spawning rivers and miles
and miles of barren tundra dotted
with numerous lakes and ponds.
Freshwater {ish, white fish, north-
ike, lake trout, burbot and
grayling. Insect, plant and micro-
bllotIc life-forms a in this set-
ting.

Weas Native Americanshave en-
joyed the bounty of this land. We
are at one with this creation. We
are a part of the wilderness.

When Yosemite was declared a
national monument by Congress
most of us weren't even born. To
the ordinary American of the time
It was so far away and so remote
that it was inaccessible. Yet Yose-
mite was established as a national
monument through the dedicated
work, efforts, and vision of a small

erything possible to preserve our gt
wilderness intact and especlally
Yosemite is no longer
ble. It I3 visited each year by
thousands of Americans and fore-
igners allke. It Is literally In our
midst. il SR
and for future generations as a
wilderness to ensure the patural =~
survival of many specles of anlm-
als, birds, and insects.
We need the P Caribou
Herd. The life of the caribou Is our
life. ' | |

We are asking that you take this
opportunity to make a cholce. Ths
type of choice that your ancestors
did not have an opportunity te

The same is true today with the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
At first it was the environmental-
Ist who wanted the wilderness de- i
signation. We didn't know anything Maxe.
about it. When finally we were in-  Help us save a wilderness for all
formed of the impending plans to-- of our children. Write to your repre-

open up this area to oil and gas ex- sentatives in Congress. |

p oralll(’m and development we be- Just think, the buifalo have never
came alarmed and threatened. been forgotlen. il
Coming from an oral traditionand ., 0 0 0 b e Gwitchin nume k.

not knowing how we could influence

Shahun Gandall, is a spokespersan for the

these decisions, we as the Gwitchin  Neetsall Gwitchin of Arctic Village.
.




